
ALWAYS UNITED
2018 | Volume 3

Always Giving. Always Advocating. Always Volunteering.

Always United members tour WellPartners Eye and Dental Clinic

Always United inaugurated a program called Community Impact 
Behind the Scenes. This program offers members an opportunity to 
learn more about the programs and partners doing the work to make 
our community better for every resident. This program is different 
than the traditional agency or fundraising visit in that Always United 
members are asked to use their skills, expertise and experience to 
help provide solutions to challenges that have been identified by 
the staff.

COMMUNITY IMPACT
behind the scenes

ALWAYS UNITED
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Always United membership 
has reached 145 members 
and continues to grow each 
day as workplace campaigns 
submit their final results and 
more retirees learn about the 
opportunity to join.

United Way just announced  the 
total campaign results raised 
by companies that completed 
their annual campaign by the 
first week of September.

This year’s advanced and 
Pacesetter companies helped 

kick off the campaign at

$4.5 million!
Always United members are 
invited to donate online at 

www.uway.org/donate.

On August 22, members toured WellPartners Eye and Dental Clinic 
for adults and children. Members learned about the successes 
achieved in the clinic’s first two years of providing services to more 
than 5,700 adults and 884 children in the Midlands. 

Throughout the tour, staff explained the largest barriers people 
face when it comes to receiving care. They also identified some 
items that would help them provide better information and care to 
patients and their families. With this vital information in hand, the 
group ended the tour at United Way to debrief and begin thinking 
about how Always United members can help provide solutions.

Stay tuned to hear about different ways Always United will be working to help WellPartners serve 
even more people in the Midlands. You are welcome to join in this process. Hear a personal 
testimonial on page 2.

https://www.uway.org/donate


White heard about the clinic and its expansion on the local 
news, and she and her husband headed straight there the 
very next day. After verifying their income and residential 
eligibility, they soon found themselves in a dental chair. 

Angie’s husband also received a dental exam and follow-up 
appointment for a tooth extraction.

Since that time, White continues to visit the clinic for her 
preventative dental needs, receiving important dental care at no 
cost thanks to generous donors like you.

Learn more about Angie’s experience by clicking the video below.

YOUR DOLLARS
IN ACTION

Since WellPartners 
opened in 2016, eye 
and dental care has 

impacted many of our 
Midlands residents.

4,224
adults have received 

dental care

886
children have received 

dental care

1,426
adults have received 

eye care and/or 
corrective lenses

Angie White had not been to the dentist for at least two years. As a disabled registered 
nurse only able to work a few short hours a month, White found dental care to be an 
expense she could not afford. Her husband, unemployed due to physical disabilities, was 
also in need of dental care. 

a grateful patient

That’s when The White’s turned to United Way’s free dental clinic WellPartners. WellPartners 
eye and dental clinics in Columbia and Lexington provide care for adults and children who 
are uninsured or under-insured and reside in Fairfield, Richland and Lexington counties. 

https://youtu.be/VX9k3t6Qe7k


MEMBER TO MEMBER 

First, we wish to thank the Always United members 
who have already joined and serve as volunteers in the 
community-wide efforts of United Way. Your work carries 
on the traditions of generations of South Carolinians living 
in the Midlands who have given of their time, talent and 
treasure to improve the quality of life for every person in 
our community.

United Way of the Midlands serves as a vital partnership with 
all six counties to provide for better education, increased 
financial stability and health care for those uninsured 
or underinsured. Every resident of Calhoun, Fairfield, 
Lexington, Newberry, Orangeburg and Richland counties 
knows someone who has been helped by United Way.

Always United is becoming a critical tool of United Way 
and for every individual who joins. Recent studies show 
that older Americans who volunteer on a regular basis 
have “higher levels of health, lower levels of depressive 
symptoms, and higher ratings of life satisfaction” (The 
Journals of Gerontology, Series B). Thus, in addition to 
helping others, we are really helping ourselves.

Many of the needs in the Midlands are obvious, and we can 
all be part of the solutions. If you have volunteered in the 
past, you know how meaningful and satisfying it can be. 
If you haven’t, give it a try! We’re sure there’s a place for 
you at any time and at any age! Please look for an e-mail 
inviting you to create your own member profile so that you 
will receive information about opportunities that fit your 
interests and skills.

Learn more about Always United at alwaysunited.org. 
Together we can make life better: yours and those who 
need our help!

 Always United is co-chaired by Paul V. Fant, Sr. and Liz Anders

VOLUNTEERING  
THE EASY WAY! 

DID YOU KNOW?

United Way of the Midlands’ 
online Volunteer Center  has 
a variety of opportunities to 

lend a helping hand. 

Over 90 local nonprofits post 
volunteer projects and needs 
on the Volunteer Center’s 
website making it simple 
for you to  find something  
that matches your specific 

interests. 

 
GET INVOLVED TODAY!

Visit the online Volunteer 
Center at volunteer.uway.org 
and sign up by filling in the 

required information. 

When asked for a Company 
please use Always United - 
United Way of the Midlands. 
From there, you can create 
a profile with your interests 
and opt in to receive e-mail 
notifications when projects 
of your interests are posted!

Paul Fant & Liz Anders

http://volunteer.uway.org


Click here to register now!
Registration required. 

Limited seating.

UPCOMING EVENTS

mark your calendars!

If you’re providing care for a loved one, you’re not alone. In fact, other Always United members 
are probably going through the same challenges. AARP is here to offer support through a free, 
informal CAREversations at United Way of the Midlands. This event is a great opportunity to 
connect with other caregivers in your area, discover local care giving resources and receive 
and share helpful tips. Lunch will be provided for attendees. 

CANDIDATE 
FORUM

OCTOBER 9

REGISTER AT UWAY.ORG/EVENTS

CANDIDATES

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 | PANEL AT 6:00
1818 BLANDING STREET

SC SENATE DISTRICT 20

BENJAMIN DUNN
DICK HARPOOTLIAN

JOHN DOZIER (MODERATOR)

Register online at uway.org/events or 

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

DECEMBER 10 | Noon - 1:30 pm
Always United Celebrates the Season of Giving
United Way of the Midlands

Start your holiday season connecting with other 
members, providing items for the Point-in-Time 
Count of those experiencing homelessness and 
learn how you can help grow our membership by 
using Facebook.

NOVEMBER  |  date and time pending
Community Impact Behind the Scenes
United Way of the Midlands

Always United members will learn about the 
challenges faced by homeless youth ages 17-24. 
We will visit newly created centers for vulnerable 
youth in transition.

Always United
hosts

CAREversations
Event presented by AARP

Wednesday, October 17
11 am - 1 pm

https://www.uway.org/events/candidate-forum
https://uwmidlands.wufoo.com/forms/qqbd88e13yhrhy/

